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Refuting 
Soul 
Sleeping 
Doctrine 
Soul sleeping doctrine teaches that there is no 
consciousness after death and no hell, with the 
sinner being annihilated out of existence 
altogether typically rely on the distortion of two 
main passages in order to “prove” their error: 
Ecclesiastes 9:5 . . . the dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more a reward; 
Psalm 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. 



Next, Consciousness after death is clearly taught in Scripture. For 
example: the soul is described as a separate entity from the body: 
1) MATTHEW 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 2) REVELATION 6:9-10 And 
when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 
the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 3) 1 KINGS 

17:21-22 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, 
and cried to the Lord, “O Lord my God, let this child’s soul come 
into him again.” And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. (cf. 
Lk 8:53-55); 4) JOHN 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die. Believest thou this? Jesus clearly sets forth 
the notion that the faithful Christian will always have conscious, 
unending existence with God. He cannot possibly be referring to 
physical death, since all men die in that sense. 



First, Soul Sleeping furthers the misunderstanding of Ecclesiastes 
9:5 and Psalm 146:4 with the following N.T. Scriptures In 
Matthew 27:52 it describes those who arose from their graves 
when Jesus rose as “those who slept”. Paul uses the same 
description in 1 Corinthians 15:20. Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4 
compares the living with those who were put to sleep, i.e. the 
dead.  

This is an instance of what is called “phenomenological” language: 
the language of outward description or appearance rather than 
complete metaphysical analysis. So to us the dead appear to be 
asleep. Jesus even described the daughter of Jairus, who had died: 
“Do not weep, for she is not dead, but sleeping” (Lk 8:52). Jesus 
then “prayed” both to the dead (by addressing a dead person) 
and for the dead (by commanding a dead person to return to 
earthly life), because He was talking to a dead child, and saying, 
“Child arise” (Lk 8:54). The next verse states “and her spirit 
returned,” thus proving that it was separate from her body. 
Consciousness after death is clearly taught in Scripture.  

The soul is described as a separate entity from the body. 1 
Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 4:12; James 2:26; Ecclesiastes 12:7. 
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Let’s take a deeper contextual look at consistency of scripture 
for consciousness after death: 

 1) PSALM 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the 
death of his saints… The consciousness of the dead is 
assumed or else the verse becomes ludicrous…see also 1 
Samuel 28:11-16 tells us that Samuel returns from the dead 
and pronounces Saul’s death sentence.  

2) Ecclesiastes 9:5 . . . the dead know not any thing, neither 
have they any more a reward . . . If the first clause is 
understood in an absolute sense, then so must the second 
clause be interpreted. Thus, the dead would have no “reward” 
as well as no consciousness. This would deny the resurrection 
and the rewarding of the righteous (see Rev 20:11-13; 21:6-7; 
22:12, 14). Obviously, then, a qualification of some sort has to 
be placed on Ecclesiastes 9:5. In the very next verse, we learn 
that: “neither have they any more a portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the sun.” In other words, in relation 
to this world, the dead know nothing, but they are in 
a different realm, where they do know something. As further 
examples of this limited sense of “not knowing anything” in 
Scripture, see 1 Samuel 20:39 and 2 Samuel 15:11, where an 
interpretation of unconsciousness would be ridiculous. 

 3) Ezekiel 18:4 (also 18:20) . . . the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die… Here, the spiritual use of “death” in the Bible is 
overlooked. For instance, 1 Timothy 5:6 reads: “But she that 

liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth. (cf. Eph 2:1 and Lk 
15:24)” That Ezekiel 18:4, 20 refers to spiritual 
death (i.e., separation from God, not annihilation) is obvious 
from context, since 18:21 declares: “But if the wicked will 
turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all 
my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die.”Since all men die physically, this 
must be talking about the spiritual, or “second” death. So 
Psalm 146:4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts perish.This verse’s meaning is 
similar to that of Ecclesiastes 9:5. Here, “thoughts” refer to 
“unaccomplished purposes” of a person on earth. Death puts 
an end to those purposes, as anyone would agree. In this 
sense, one’s thoughts “perish” at death.  

4) Finally, another similar use occurs at Isaiah 55:7: Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteousness man his 
thoughts . . .This doesn’t mean that unrighteous men must 
cease all thinking and become unconscious and nonexistent. 
Nor does Psalm 146:4. Much of this sort of inadequate and 
erroneous exegesis results from a profound lack of 
understanding of the many literary forms and devices used in 
Scripture, as seen in these examples.


